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COFORD Activities 

Wood Energy – Fuelling YOUR Future 

A Growing Opportunity for Energy and the Environment

Wood Energy – Fuelling YOUR Future will take place at the Westport Woods Hotel, Westport, Co Mayo on Wednesday 10 September 2008. Presented jointly by Sustainable Energy Ireland (SEI), COFORD and Teagasc this one-off event offers an exciting journey into the world of wood energy: the day comprises a seminar including sessions from technology experts on fuel quality, grants, and Irish case studies, practical demonstrations including on site biomass boilers in action, wood fuel delivery and a visit to the forest to take a closer look at chipping, round and firewood production and a session on wood fuel quality. 
The seminar programme includes the following presentations:

· Subsidies and grants for biomass boilers, stoves and gasifiers – Stephen O’Sullivan, SEI
· Developing quality wood fuel from irish forests, avoiding the pitfalls – Pieter Kofman

· Chip, pellet or clean wood- matching the fuel to your boiler – John Heffernan, Clearpower

· The economics of contracted heat with the ESCO model – Alex Slane, Imperative Energy

· The fundamental economics of refined wood fuels – Michael Lennon,Westport Woods Hotel

· Fundamentals of wood heating for public and commercial buildings, the Teagasc case study – Peter Leonard, Teagasc

· Wood fuel, now a cost effective solution for irish homes, commercial and public buildings – Ger O’Donoghue, Igneus

· All you need to know about wood gasifiers– Edward Gaynor, Evergreen Energy

Go to http://www.coford.ie/iopen24/pub/defaultarticle.php?cArticlePath=129_466_481 to download the registration form. Registration is €60 to attend the full day, or €40 to attend either the morning or afternoon activities only. To reserve a place, please contact SEI REIO, email: pauld@reio.ie or tel: 023 63393.

The event will showcase the use of wood energy and raise awareness across all sectors from the land and forestry owner to the end user in the domestic, commercial, public and commercial sectors on the many uses and benefits to growing, harvesting and using wood fuels to generate heat and electricity for our homes and businesses. The use of wood fuel for energy generation is a new, exciting and growing sustainable industry, with the potential for considerable expansion. It offers benefits for forest owners and managers, project developers, consumers, local communities and the environment. Biomass has the potential to redirect hundreds of million euro to the Irish economy, create over 4,000 new full time jobs and meet between up 10% of our energy needs by 2020.  

Home to Europe’s best growing climate and the highest climatic potential for biomass in Europe the development of Ireland’s vast bioenergy resource will contribute to our overall security of energy supply and fuel diversity objectives. Increased use of these resources will also contribute to meeting national and international renewable energy targets, climate change mitigation policies, waste policies and, at a time of great change in our agricultural sector, assist in rural development by providing new markets and employment development opportunities for our farming and forestry sectors as well as community enterprise.  

Ireland's dependency on imported energy has grown to around 90%, compared with the EU average of 50%.  Imported oil remains the dominant energy source with power generation and industrial production critically dependent on gas and oil.  With the volatility of oil prices, continued threat of climate change and the need to secure supplies of indigenous energy, consumers in both the domestic and commercial sectors are beginning to look for less expensive and more secure sources of energy.  Bioenergy and wood based fuels have a key role to play in finding workable and cost effective solutions to our fossil fuel dependency.   
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Field day: Critical time for thinning, tending and respacing young ash plantations 

This field day, organised by COFORD, the Forest Service and Teagasc, will take place near Cappamore in Co Limerick on Wednesday 17 September 2008 and is part of the continuing programme of Growing Quality Broadleaves. The theme of this meeting is Critical time for thinning, tending and respacing of young ash plantations’. If you wish to attend this field day, be at the Community Centre, Cappamore, Co Limerick between 11:00 am and 12:30 pm (there will be a number of group departures from the Community Centre to the site during this period). The programme will open with a discussion on when is the correct time for the first thinning of ash and the important issues to be considered at first thinning. This will be followed with a practical demonstration on the first thinning. A number of plots have been laid down on this ash site which was planted in 1995. Participants will be shown the process of marking of ash for first thinning with identification of potential crop trees and subsequent marking of competitors to be removed. The session will conclude with a visit to a plot that has just been thinned. 
Continuous professional development points will be awarded. For further details contact Liam Kelly (tel: 044 9340721; email: liam.kelly@teagasc.ie) or Michael Somers (tel: 067 31821; email: michael.somers@teagasc.ie
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Workshop: The wood fuel supply chain

The Forest to Gate workshop has been developed for COFORD by Pieter D. Kofman, Danish Forestry Extension, and Tom Kent, Waterford Institute of Technology. It has been presented on numerous occasions in Ireland and Scotland during the past years. Gate to Grate has been developed for COFORD by Pieter D. Kofman, Danish Forestry Extension, and Tom Bruton, BioXL. The workshops have been substantially updated. One can attend either Forest to Gate or Gate to Grate without attending the other workshop.

Continuous professional development points will be awarded. A certificate of attendance will be issued by Waterford Institute of Technology. The workshops are presented by Pieter D. Kofman, wood energy advisor to COFORD. Pieter has over 25 years of experience in all aspects of wood for energy supply and quality, from research to commercial applications.

Forest to Gate will take place on 15 September at the Killarney Plaza Hotel. Gate to Grate will take place on 16 September, also at the Killarney Plaza Hotel. Attendance at the workshops (including refreshments and lunches) is subject to a registration fee of €150 per day.

Outline of From forest to gate: 

• Wood Energy Basics: comparing wood to other fuels

• Classification using the latest European standards

• Supply and demand scales

• Fuel quality issues with quality classes using the latest European standards

• Harvesting methods for thinnings, logging residues, possibility of stump harvesting, and clean recycled wood

• Tranportation, delivery and storage

• Wood energy quantification with unit conversions (GJ, MWh, tonne, m3 solid, m3 loose volume, dependency on moisture content)

• Wood energy case studies, domestic, district heating, CHP

• Wood fuel contracts

Outline of From gate to grate:

• Production of wood pellets

• Wood pellet quality with quality classes using the latest European standards

• Delivery of wood pellets

• Wood fuel specifications and energy value

• Boiler types, burning process

• Boiler sizing and efficiency

• Biomass project costs

• Layout and planning of installations

For more information or to reserve a place at the workshop: www.coford.ie or www.woodenergy.ie
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GROWFOR workshop

The next GROWFOR workshop will take place on 26 September 2008 at Racket Hall, Roscrea, Co Tipperary. 
This is a full day workshop on using GROWFOR, the dynamic yield model computer interface. GROWFOR facilitates timber volume assessment and production forecasting using user specific forest management plans. GROWFOR facilitates flexibility with regard to the timing and intensity of harvest operations across a range of conifer species and uses the users own forest inventory data as input.  It produces product assortments at every stage of stand development and users can avail of a range of price/size data to value timber harvests. GROWFOR also facilitates the calculation of Net present Value of crops. 

The workshop involves a field session in a nearby forest in which participants gain a clear understanding of the necessary field data requirements of GROWFOR and a brief session on how these data are collected. Then participants are demonstrated the use of GROWFOR and complete a series of exercises using the package.  Participants are asked, where possible, to bring their own laptop computers in order that the package can be installed correctly and in order that they can familiarise themselves with it on their own machines.  However, this is not essential and all participants will be facilitated.

There are limited spaces available at these events. If you wish to attend, please email growfor@coford.ie or phone 01-2130735 as soon as possible.
The cost of the workshop is €100 and includes a GROWFOR licence, access to ongoing back-up support via email and any GROWFOR updates as they are developed.  The workshop is led by Paddy Purser and Jacques Hamel of Purser Tarleton Russell Ltd.
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Hardwood Matters
The latest issue of Hardwood Matters is now available from COFORD and can also be downloaded from http://www.coford.ie/iopen24/pub/index.php?cPath=1179. Hardwood Matters is compiled to promote the sale and use of Irish hardwoods. COFORD’s objective in compiling the catalogue is to develop the management of broadleaf plantations and the consequent use of home-grown hardwood timber through creating a stronger linkage between buyers and sellers. There is no charge to have material included in the catalogue. The catalogue is distributed widely throughout the forestry, wood processing and related sectors in Ireland. Hardwood Matters is also featured on Timberweb – the global timber and lumber e-market (www.timberweb.com).

Hardwood Matters has been in circulation since January 2005. It was always COFORD’s intention that over time it should evolve and develop in light of a changing environment. This change will now be accommodated through an amalgamation with www.timbersales.ie, an online free service for registered users of all timber, but predominantly coniferous timber, which was established in 2007. This website is managed and maintained by Purser Tarleton Russell Ltd. This issue will be the last in the current printed format and all future entries submitted to COFORD will be included on www.timbersales.ie. For further information please contact John Fennessy (email: john.fennessy@coford.ie)
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Carbon corner

Accra meeting sets post 2012 negotiation agenda

International negotiations on ways to tackle climate change when the first phase of the Kyoto Protocol ends in 2012 have been underway for two years. According to the IPCC far deeper cuts in emissions will be required post 2012 to tackle the problem – and need to reduce to 50% of 1990 levels by mid century. Given this level of ambition it comes as no surprise that the means available for Parties to take on additional emission reduction targets form a core part of the negotiations. 

Achieving reductions in emissions and increasing the uptake and storage of carbon in vegetation and wood based products are two main options open to Parties to achieve the overall objective of lowering concentrations of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. Rules already exist for how forest- and agriculture-based uptake can be used to comply with overall emission reduction targets by Parties. Some countries are seeking to amend the rules to provide for fuller coverage of the land use sector. Another major issue is fire and insect attack, which can dramatically reduce forest carbon stocks and thereby result in a liability for the country concerned – even though the events may be outside their control. During Accra, Parties agreed on a range of options to deal with these and other issues (see www.unfccc.int – document FCCC/KP/AWG/2008/L.11). Options will be further discussed during the next phase of negotiations at Poznan in December.
After Poznan, negotiations will quicken as the timetable for a fully fledged international agreement to succeed Kyoto is the end of 2009, at Copenhagen. New rules for land use will be required before agreement is reached in order for Parties to judge the implications of taking on ambitious post 2012 emission reduction targets.   

Reducing emissions from deforestation and degradation – REDD - was discussed at a workshop in Accra. The chairs’ conclusions are also available at the UNFCCC website in document FCCC/AWGLCA/2008/CRP.5. Technical aspects of the issue will be also be taken up at Poznan as a follow up to work that is underway under the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice (SBSTA) process – see FCCC/SBSTA/2008/L.12 – which outlines where the negotiations are at in relation to the issue.
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National & international news

7th Framework Programme update

The regular supplement supplied by InnovaWood (click here to download) contains information about:

· Events, conferences and courses

· Events in brief

· European Forest Week – Working together for sustainable forest management in Europe

· Follow on from the InnovaWood FP7 workshops

· Forest Tech Europe 2008 opens call for contributions

· European research opportunities

· Calls for proposals

· Ideas Specific Programme

· LIFE+ Programme

· InnovaWood information service

· InnovaWood projects.

· Forest-Based Sector Technology Platform: the first years

· Management of recovered wood: proceedings of the 3rd European COST E31 conference

For more information see www.innovawood.com
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BIHIP news 

The autumn meeting of the British and Irish Hardwood Improvement Programme (BIHIP) will take place at the Northern Research Station in Roslin, Scotland, on Thursday 23 October. A meeting of the BIHIP Oak group will also take place during this time. The programme includes a visit to one of the oak breeding seedling seed orchards at Dalkeith. This is one of eight such orchards established by the group in 2003, one of which is located at the former Coillte nursery site at Rathluirc, Co Cork. A visit is also planned to an indoor birch seed orchard at the station as well as an aspen flowering trial, and a visit to observe ongoing micro-propagation work at the station.

For further information on BIHIP contact John Fennessy (email: john.fennessy@coford.ie)
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Mitigating climate change - The challenges and opportunities for forestry in Ireland

This conference will take place on 5 November 2008 at the Silver Springs Hotel, Cork. For up to date information please follow the following link: INFF Conference information
The Irish Natural Forestry Foundation (INFF) is hosting this conference in order to stimulate debate and cooperation between all sectors involved in forestry, farming and water management. The conference will help develop the informed policies and practices necessary to address the challenges of climate change and will therefore be of relevance to those involved in both policy making and land management where forestry is or has the potential to be incorporated.

This one day event will include speakers from Ireland and abroad and will be an opportunity to showcase the lessons learned from the INFF demonstration and education centre on the Manch Estate in West Cork.

The conference is being part funded by the Department of Environment and the Forest Service and is part of the Department of Environment CHANGE Campaign.
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New Resource Heritage Directory 

The Councils of the City and County of Kilkenny, in association with the Kilkenny Heritage Forum, are currently compiling a 2009 directory of skilled trades persons, crafts people, contractors, professionals and goods/services suppliers involved in both building conservation and for those working across our natural environment. Entry to the directory is free and the resource will be distributed to members of the public. If you are interested in participating in this directory and are available to provide your services to clients in County Kilkenny (regardless of your geographical location), please go to the webpage and complete application form at http://www.kilkennycoco.ie/eng/Services/Heritage/ResourceDirectory. The closing date for receipt of completed forms is 20 September 2008. 
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EUFORGEN Conifers Network 

The last Conifers Network meeting was held in Reykjavik, Iceland in September 2006 where the emphasis was on exotic conifers. This year the meeting was hosted by the University of West Hungary at Sopron where the emphasis was on central European conifers. Opening the meeting F. Lakatos, Dean of the Faculty of Forestry reminded delegates that the first meeting of the EUFORGEN Steering Committee was held in Sapron in 1995.  J. Koskela, EUFORGEN Co-ordinator, provided updates on the implementation of the International Plant Genetic Resources Institute’s (IPGRI) new strategy, recent developments in the Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests for Europe (MCPFE) process and various other EUFORGEN forest gene conservation activities. 

A discussion paper on gene conservation units and the development of common action plans for European conifers was presented. A draft list of priority conifer species in the context of the common action plans was discussed. At the Icelandic meeting four working groups were established to develop proposals for the common action plans:

· Stand forming/widespread conifer species (Picea abies, Pinus halepensis/brutia)

· Scattered but widespread conifer species (Taxus baccata)

· Rare and threatened conifer species (Pinus nigra ecotypes and Mediterranean Abies spp.)

· Exotic conifers (Picea sitchensis, Pseudotsuga menziesii)

These groups met and discussed the selection of the proposed gene conservation units, with reports from each of the countries present. A seminar presented the use of forest reproductive material and forest genetic resources conservation in Hungary. The updating of the work plan of the Network and future activities were discussed. Suggestions on how EUFORGEN could progress its programmes in the future will be considered when EUFORGEN reviews its progress at the end of Phase III.
For further information visit the EUFORGEN web site at: www.bioversityinternational.org  
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New report reviews what Europeans think of wood
The report "Europeans and Wood: What do Europeans Think about Wood and its Uses? A review of Consumer and Business Surveys in Europe" by Ewald Rametsteiner, Roland Oberwimmer and Ingwald Gschwandtl, has recently been published by the MCPFE (Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe) and the UN-FAO/ECE Forest Communicators Network (FCN). Together with the report "Europeans and their Forests" published by the MCPFE and the FCN in 2003, it constitutes a comprehensive insight into public perceptions as regards forests and forest-based products in Europe. 
The report shows that Europeans in general have a clearly positive attitude towards wood. According to the available survey data, it is a material considered natural, warm, healthy, good-looking, easy to use and environmentally friendly by a majority of people across Europe. People feel well when surrounded by wood, and associate wood's use with interiors and furniture. It is evident that most people think of solid wood only, when asked about wood in general. Wood seems to provide a link back to nature, to forests and trees.
When asked, consumers in a range of different countries across Europe usually report that quality and price combine with wood species as the main product attributes influencing purchase decisions. In general, the European consumers regard quality, durability, appealing shape and material, and economic price as the most important product attributes across a number of wood product categories. Environmental aspects such as natural product and environmental compatibility were ranked comparatively low, which is largely consistent with actual average purchasing behaviour.
Visit http://www.mcpfe.org/system/files/u1/publications/Eur_Wood_net.pdf for further information.
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Opportunities for International Forestry Fellowships at the World Forest Institute in Portland, Oregon, USA

The World Forest Institute (WFI) was established in 1989 as the information service division of the World Forestry Centre, a non-profit organisation located in Portland, Oregon. The primary programme of WFI is the International Fellowship Programme which brings forestry and natural resources professionals from around the world together to work at the World Forest Institute for a period from six to twelve months duration. The fellowship programme offers opportunities to conduct studies in the Pasific Northwest in relation to a specific forestry issue; meet with many different forestry organizations and companies in the region; build a network of forestry contacts; promote the dissemination and exchange of information for forest resources and their utilization between forestry organizations in the Pasific North-west and home country. Fellows conduct an independent research project developed in cooperation with their sponsors. Projects may involve gathering information, interviewing, visiting other organizations or planning a conference. Fellows typically present their project in a report and poster session which is then published by WFI. In addition, a large component of the programme involves travelling and visiting stakeholders in the Pasific Northwest forest sector. Fellows visit forest lands, research sites and manufacturing facilities. For interested individuals project proposals are now being considered. 
For further information visit http://wfi.worldforestry.org
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European Forest Week 20-24 October
European Forest Week 2008 celebrates the contribution of European forests in mitigating climate change, providing wood and renewable energy, securing the supply of fresh water and protecting our environment. The week was declared by the ministers responsible for forests of 46 European countries and is being jointly organised by the European Commission, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe and the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, in close collaboration with the Presidency of the Council of the European Union. During the week of 20-24 October, a series of meetings will be held by these entities and other European forestry-related partners at the Food and Agriculture Organization Headquarters in Rome. These events are designed to bring together hundreds of individuals from governments, non-governmental organizations, research institutions, regional and international networks, United Nations agencies and the private sector. The meetings will provide an opportunity for diverse stakeholders and forest managers to share perspectives and seek solutions to some of the most challenging issues facing forests and forestry today such as climate change, renewable energy supply and water resources. In conjunction with the Rome meetings, a European Union Presidency event will be held in Brussels on 20 October and a number of national and local events will take place in participating countries throughout Europe. For further information visit the European Forest Week 2008 Web site at: www.europeanforestweek.org
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RENEXPO® 2008 

The International Trade Fair and Conference for Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency in Building and Renovation will take place from 9 to 12 October 2008 in Augsburg, Germany and from 19 to 21 November 2008 in Bucharest, Romania. The themes at the trade fair are wood energy and green building. The trade fair will also present exhibitors from the biomass, geothermal energy, heat pumps, wind energy, hydropower, cogeneration, as well as solar energy sector. Parallel to the trade fair a three-day conference programme is being presented, including the 8th International IHE® WoodEnergy Conference, the 4th Federal Conference for Heat Pumps and the 1st Impulse Conference GreenBuilding. All these conferences will be translated in to English to facilitate international participants. For more information see http://www.renexpo.de/kongress0.html
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